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and ancient people who felt themselves to be the
better, even though they were the weaker, portion
of the empire. Had Sennacherib gone at once to
Babylonia and taken the hands of the god,
he might have been proclaimed sTiakTcanak of
Babylon, as Sargon had been, and it is altogether
probable that he would have had no important
difficulties with Babylonia. He saw clearly, how-
ever, the dangers of a dual capital and the impossibil-
ity of mutually pleasing two great peoples so diverse
in all their ideas and aims. So long as Baby-
lonia remained a great city, and its citizens nour-
ished their national life and kept burning their
national pride, there would always be arising op-
portunities for vexation against Assyria, and there-
fore possibilities for some shrewd Babylonian or
Chaldean to gain leadership over the popular
clamor and seize the throne. The maintenance of
a dual kingdom was essentially an anomaly. If
colonization and deportation accomplished so much
in the north and the west for continuity and peace,
why should just the opposite plan be continued in
Babylonia ? Tiglathpileser, Shalmaneser, and Sar-
gon had done nothing to diminish the national feel-
ing in Babylonia, but rather had contributed fuel
to the flame, Tiglathpileser's visits to Babylon in
order that he might be proclaimed king had fos-
tered Babylonian pride, in that they made the As-
syrian king a suitor for honors at the hands of
the priesthood, though he had in reality won his
triumph by force of arms. Shalmaneser had done